	ASPIRIN – PHARMACOLOGY

An analgesic, antipyretic, anti-inflammatory and antiplatelet aggregation agent.

     ACTIONS:

1. Reduces platelet aggregation

2. Inhibits the synthesis of prostaglandins – anti-inflammatory actions.
	ASPIRIN – PRESENTATION

300mg chewable tablets

300mg soluble or water dispersible tablets

	ASPIRIN  - PRIMARY EMERGENCY INDICATIONS

To minimise platelet aggregation and thrombus formation in order to retard the progression of coronary artery thrombosis in acute coronary syndrome.
	ASPIRIN – METABOLISM

Converted to salicylate in the gut mucosa and liver, excreted mainly by the kidneys.

	ASPIRIN – PRECAUTIONS

Peptic Ulcer

Asthma

Patients on anti-coagulants, e.g. Warfarin
	ASPIRIN - CONTRA-INDICATIONS

1. Hypersensitivity to aspirin/salicylates

2. Actively bleeding peptic ulcers

3. Bleeding disorders

4. Suspected dissecting aortic aneurism

	ASPIRIN  - SIDE EFFECTS

1. Heartburn, nausea, gastrointestinal bleeding

2. Increased bleeding time

3. Hypersensitivity reactions
	ASPIRIN - ROUTE OF ADMINISTRATION

     Oral

	ASPIRIN - ORAL

Onset

Peak

Duration 

8 – 10 days


	ASPIRIN - SPECIAL NOTES

1. “Aspirin” is contra-indicated for use in acute febrile illness in children and teenagers.

2. The anti-platelet effects of Aspirin persist for the natural life of platelets.


